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Surely That’s Not Me! 
By Pastor Greg 

2 Samuel 11 June 7, 2009 Bunkertown COB 
 
 
 As I mentioned last week, I find it odd that while Joab and the armies of Israel 

are out fighting the Ammonites, David stayed in Jerusalem.  C hapter 11 of  2 Samuel 

tells us why  he stayed behind.  Indeed, t here was something going on that had 

distracted him.  And that distraction led  to destruction.  

Read 2 Samuel 11  

 I must be reading about a different man.  Surely this can’t be the same David 

that spared Saul’ s life .  Surely thi s can’t be the same David who looked for ways to 

honor God.  Surely this can’t be the same David who was kind to Mephibosheth.  

Unfortunately it is.  This is the same man the God had blessed and protected.  The 

King of Israel was beginning to act like the neighboring kings.  And I find his actions 

shameful.  

 Our Lord says, “Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can 

identify people by their actions.”  1 (Matthew 7:20)  In other words, what’s going on in 

a person’s heart can be seen through  what they do and by what they say.  And 

David’s actions here give us an indication of what’s going on in his heart.  There was 

selfishness, stubbornness, indifference, resistance, and contempt.  All these things 

we see based upon  his actions and his words . 

 David sent messengers to find out who she was.  Look at verse 3.  He sent 

someone to find out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter 

of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 2 Now, that should have been the end of it.  

She is married and is the wife of one of your own elite soldiers (see 2 Samuel 23:39).  

But instead David sends  his servants to go and get her; he is selfish and stubborn.  

 I find it interesting that God provided an opportunity for David to stop this 

whole proces s.  God was speaking through David’ s servants here (she’s married!), 

and through the actions of Uriah.  I love the contr ast between David and Uriah .  

Notice the integrity Uriah displays in verses 6 through 13.  Even drunk he shows 

godly character .  But sti ll  David  resists and refused to listen to God’s counsel.  
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 David plots the death of Uriah just so he can hide his actions from everyone 

else.  And I can’t believe the indifference he shows to Uriah, asking him to carry his 

death sentence to Joab.  So the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and gave it 

to Uriah to deliver. 15  The letter instructed Joab, “Station Uriah on the front lines 

where the battle is fiercest. Then pull back so that he will be killed.”  3 (2 Samuel 

11:14 - 15)   And I can’t believe th e indifference he shows when the news arrives of 

Uriah’s death.  The messenger says, “Some of the king’s men were killed, including 

Uriah the Hittite.”  (Verse 24)  And David’s counsel is, “Well, tell Joab not to be 

discouraged,” David said. “The sword devo urs this one today and that one tomorrow! 

Fight harder next time, and conquer the city!”  4 (Verse 25)  Do you see this?  Not only 

was Uriah killed but some others  were as well.  It seems David doesn’t care who 

get’s hurt just as long as he can get what he wants and have his own way.  

 When Uriah dies David apparently thinks this whole incident is behind him 

now.  He takes Bathsheba as his wife, which I’m not sure he really wanted to happen, 

but possibly did so just to cover his indiscretion.  David shows his  contempt for God 

here, for he had to know that these actions would certainly not be pleasing to his 

God.  When the period of mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to 

the palace, and she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to a son . But the 

Lord was displeased with what David had done.  5 (Verse 27)  

 

 I tell you this story not so that you can gain knowledge of what’s in the Bible 

but so that you may learn a valuable lesson from King David.  I really hope that this 

lesson may become a  mirror to your own life, helping you search for defiance in your 

own heart in light of this scripture.   And I don’t want you to put on your Junior Holy 

Spirit badge.  I don’t want you to run around the church saying to others, “I can tell 

by your actions that you are living in defiance”.  There are no opening in the Trinity 

(as Joseph Stowell has said).  As we explore this lesson further, I want you to 

concentrate on your own heart, not on the lives of others.  
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 As I said earlier, there were 5 things I see going on in David’s life that should 

not have been there.  And as I read these to you, examine your own heart.  I think 

you’ll be surprised just how frequently we may hear these things coming from our 

own lips.  

1.  I want my own way – that’s selfishness  

2.  I won’ t quit until I get it – that’s Stubbornness  

3.  I don’t care who it hurts – that’s Indifference  

4.  I refuse to listen to council – that’s Resistance  

5.  I’m not concerned about the consequences – that’s Contempt  

 

 I don’t know what caused David to fall so far away fr om the godly attitude we 

had seen earlier in his life, but I suspect it happened gradually over time.  And I 

suspect none of you woke this morning suddenly finding yourself living a life of 

defiance; a life that dishonors God.  Like David, it happened grad ually over time.  

Each day you were just a bit more selfish and a bit more stubborn.  Each day you 

cared less and less about the feelings of those around you.  Each day “Those People” 

got under your skin more and more.  You can’t recall exactly when, but a t some 

point you stopped listening to the voice of God as He speaks through His word, 

through His Spirit, and especially through those closest to you.  Gradually, bit by bit, 

all these things wear away at your heart to the point that you no longer care abo ut 

the consequence.  You don’t care what other’s think about you.  You don’t care who 

is hurt or what you destroy.  And you don’t care how you r actions affect God.  

 I suggest you read back over that list of five attitudes.  I know the temptation 

is to say,  “Surely that’s not me”.  But if any of them sound familiar to you, I suggest 

that there is a slow erosion taking place in your heart; that you are not the godly 

person you once were.  If that’s the case, then something needs to change, and 

soon!  Because,  like David, the Lord is displeased with what you’ ve become as well.  


